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Rheumatic Fever in New Zealand

RHEUMATIC FEVER can develop after a ‘strep throat’ caused

by a group A streptococcus bacteria and can cause:

Chorea
(involuntary movements)

Fever

Skin rash and nodules

—

Rheumatic heart
disease can cause
scarring of the heart

valves.

People with rheumatic
heart disease may
need heart valve
replacement surgery.

Joint swelling
and inflammation
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Numbers represent cases in DHB

34% fewer notifications
than 2013/14 following
the implementation of the
Rheumatic Fever Prevention
Programme in 2011
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Rheumatic fever cases 2010-2015
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RISK FACTORS AND VULNERABLE GROUPS
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For full report please visit www.surv.esr.cri.nz
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